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SUBJ: KOREAN PRESS REACTION TO U.S. RELAXATION OE BAN ON TRAVEL 
TO NORTH KOREA 

1. KOREAN VERNACULAR PRESS VARIES BETWEEN CONCERN OVER AND 
CRITICISM OF RECENT U.S. RELAXATION OE RESTRAINTS ON TRAVEL 
OF RESIDENT ALIENS TO COMMUNIST COUNTRIES WITH WHICH U.S. 

HAS NO DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS. 

2. SEVERAL PAPERS RAN EDITORIALS APRIL 18 OR 19 ON OUR 
RELAXATION NORTH KOREAN TRAVEL BAN. TONGA ILBO EXPRESSED 
GENERAL FEAR THAT THOSE WITH AMBIGUOUS ATTITUDES, THOSE 
WORKING IN TRADE, THOSE BORN IN NORTH, OR SECOND OR THIRD 
GENERATION KOREANS MIGHT BE TEMPTED TO VISIT NORTH AND 
SAID IT WOULD BE EASY EOR THEM TO FALL UNDER "DEVILISH 
INFLUENCE" OF NORTH. RECALLING, HOWEVER, THAT SOME 
PROFESSORS HAVE RETURNED TO U.S. FROM PYONGYANG MORE 
STRONGLY ANTI-COMMUNIST, WRITERS CONCLUDE THAT SUCH VISITS 
MIGHT NOT BE ENTIRELY DISADVANTAGEOUS AND CALL ON ROKG 
TO STRENGTHEN ITS LONG-TERM POLICIES TOWARDS KOREANS IN 
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U.S. BY DEVELOPING KOREAN ASSOCIATIONS IN U.S., EXPANDING 
VISITS TO KOREA, AND INCREASING PUBLIC INFORMATION 
ACTIVITIES ABOUT ROK. 

3. ENGLISH LANGUAGE KOREA TIMES GOES EURTHER IN CRITICIZING 
U.S., QUESTIONING HOW U.S. COULD MAKE SUCH MOVE TO ENCOURAGE 
NORTH, PARTICULARLY AT TIME OF OTHER DIEFICULTIES IN 
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ROKAJS RELATIONS. 

4. CHOSON ILBO TOOK THIRD TACK. NOTING BASIC DIFFERENCE 
BETWEEN SURPRISING LIMITS ON THEIR ACTIVITIES VISITORS TO 
P'YONGYANG HAVE FOUND AND FREEDOM OF TRAVEL ENJOYED BY 
KOREANS FROM JAPAN VISITING IN ROK, WRITERS WARN THAT NO 
VISITORS TO NORTH WILL BE ABLE TO ACCOMPLISH PRIVATE 
PURPOSES, SUCH AS VISITING FREELY WITH FRIENDS. IN SUM, 

EDIT WARNS AGAINST FRICTIONS WHICH COULD ARISE AMONG 
KOREANS IN U.S. AS RESULT OF SUCH VISITS AND CONCLUDES 
WITH HOPE NO ONE WILL GO. 

SNEIDER 
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